National Friends of Libraries Week
Sample Press Release


(City, State) Date -- The (fill in the name) Library will be spending the week of October 17-23, 2021, celebrating its Friends of the Library group as part of the 16th annual celebration of National Friends of Libraries Week.

The Friends of the (name) Library were established in 1986 and have raised over $1,000,000 for the library to date. Currently over 500 community members contribute annually to the Friends, and nearly 35 of these contributors actively volunteer their time to assist the group with fundraising efforts that include an annual gala and a used book sale held every spring.

“The library has always played such an important role in my life and in my family’s life,” said Friends president Margaret Smith. “I truly enjoy being able to give something back – and being an active member of this group is fun!” 

Other officers of the organization are (add names and office).  

Celebration activities include special children’s programs through the week based on the theme of friendship. All are invited to a night of music and chocolate on [day of week, date] at [time] at [location]. “Love letters” to Friends by the library staff will be posted throughout the library for all to view.  

“Our library would be much poorer without the Friends,” said library director Bill Jones. “The funds they raise definitely put the icing on the cake. I think most patrons would be surprised to learn how many of the services and programs they enjoy are supported by the Friends.” 

Please contact the library at (phone number) or visit (website) to learn more about the week’s activities, and to find out how to become a member of the Friends.

National Friends of Libraries Week is coordinated by United for Libraries, a division of the American Library Association with approximately 4,000 personal and group members representing hundreds of thousands of library supporters. United for Libraries supports those who govern, promote, advocate, and fundraise for libraries, and brings together library trustees, advocates, friends, and foundations into a partnership that creates a powerful force for libraries in the 21st century. For more information, visit www.ala.org/united.
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