
What’s Happening 

 in Early Learning? 

WSL/Library Development 



Today’s Presenters 

• Martha Shinners, Youth Services 

Consultant, Library Development, 

Washington State Library; 

• Diane Hutchins, Consultant and 

Project Manager, Library 

Development, Washington State 

Library. 



WSL supports early learning 

• Training; 

• Partnering; 

• Washington Talking Book & Braille 

(WTBBL) Youth Services program; 

• Publications; 

• Member of Early Learning Public 

Library Partnership (ELPLP); 

• Funding research. 



Training 

• What’s the Big Idea? – making STEM 

fun! 

• Sing With Our Kids – with Nancy 

Stewart; 

• Every Child Ready to Read (ECRR); 

• And exciting new tools! - More on this 

later.  

 



Stay posted 

• Find out about early learning training 

events: 

– Check out our Training Calendar at 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/t

rainingCalendar.aspx; 

– Sign up for WSL Updates by going to 

www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx. 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/trainingCalendar.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/trainingCalendar.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/lists.aspx


Early Achievers Outreach 

Partnership (EAOP) Grants 

• Funded by the Department of Early 

Learning (DEL) from their Race to the 

Top – Early Learning Challenge Grant 

from the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

• Mini-grants awarded to 28 libraries; 

• Grant activities to conclude in 

December. 



Building awareness 

• EAOP grants were designed to help 

local public libraries partner with DEL 

to build awareness of key early 

learning initiatives among Washington 

families;  

 



Building relationships 

• EAOP grants were also intended to 

identify best practices for future 

partnerships between public libraries 

and DEL on early learning public 

awareness and family engagement 

initiatives. 



WTBBL’s Youth Services Program 

• Washington Talking Book & Braille Library 
(WTBBL) provides books and materials in 
all formats for children of all ages, from 
toddlers to teens; 

• For learning support at home and at 
school; 

• By-mail summer reading program; 

• Special events for children and their 
families; 

• Find out more at www.wtbbl.org/Youth.aspx.  

http://www.wtbbl.org/Youth.aspx


Publications 

Read to Your Baby Booklets -  
 
Now available in 7 languages! 
 
Find the order form at 
http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libra
ries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libraries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf
http://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/library/libraries/libDev/ReadToYourBabyOrderForm.pdf


CE Grants from WSL 

• Continuing Education (CE) Grants 
– Available to library staff (paid or volunteer) as 

well as libraries or library consortia; 

– Individuals must work 10 or more hours per 
week (paid or volunteer) in a library or library 
consortium eligible to receive LSTA funds; 

– Training must meet one or more of the LSTA 
priorities and have a direct benefit to the 
library customer; 

– More information is available by going to  
www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/con
tinuEd.aspx. 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/continuEd.aspx
http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/training/continuEd.aspx


ELPLP - Strength in numbers 
• Early Learning Public Library Partnership 

(ELPLP) 
• http://earlylearning.org/about-us/early-

learning-public-library-partnership  

 

http://earlylearning.org/about-us/early-learning-public-library-partnership
http://earlylearning.org/about-us/early-learning-public-library-partnership
http://earlylearning.org/about-us/early-learning-public-library-partnership
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ELPLP Goals 

• Public libraries are recognized by early 
learning professionals, decision makers, 
and the public for their work in early 
learning; 

• Public libraries are members of local and 
statewide early learning coalitions 
throughout Washington State; 

• Public libraries continue to grow 
resources for early learning services and 
influence in the Washington State Early 
Learning Community. 



Growing Young Minds 

• IMLS (Institute of Museum and Library Services) 
report, released in June 2013, called upon 
communities to engage libraries and 
museums as key partners in comprehensive 
early learning strategies to grow young minds; 

• The report enumerates 10 key ways in which 
libraries and museums currently support early 
learning; 

• Read the full report at 
www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/Growin
gYoungMinds.pdf. 

 

http://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/GrowingYoungMinds.pdf
http://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/GrowingYoungMinds.pdf


Why early learning is critical 



What happened in Washington 



How far have we come? 

• 15 years (1998 – 2013) have gone by; 

• Libraries have gone from no seat at the table 
to becoming full partners in early learning. 

 



1998-2013:  Just a few highlights 



Report recommendations 



Remember this name! 



WSL – Funding research 

• A challenging question - are early 
learning programs in public libraries 
effective? 

• Our gut instinct said “yes,” but did we 
have evidence-based studies that could 
demonstrate this? 

• Libraries needed hard science to 
convince our funders that public funds 
were being spent wisely; 

• But, how could this be done? 



Connecting the Dots 

• October 9, 2008 – Draft proposal for 

project discussed at meeting of Fort 

Vancouver Regional Library and 

Washington State Library. 

• Project would provide a way for 

Washington’s public libraries to prove 

their value as community early 

learning partners. 

 



Project would use LSTA funds to: 

• Document and describe various early 

learning initiatives in Washington that 

involved public libraries with partner 

organizations; 

• Enable local libraries to evaluate their 

early learning programs to build an 

inventory of research-based models in 

Washington; 



Share best practices 

Project would: 

• Encourage innovative expansion of 

current programs that offer 

opportunities to increase knowledge 

and documentation of best practices; 

• Implement proven models in new 

communities. 



Meanwhile… 

• Project VIEWS National Leadership 
planning grant is awarded to Dr. Eliza 
T. Dresang, Beverly Cleary Professor of 
Children and Youth Services at the 
University of Washington iSchool, in 
2009; 

• Project VIEWS was designed to identify 
best early learning initiatives and how 
to assess their impact. 



Project VIEWS: Ultimate goals 

• To create a plan that could enable 

Washington’s successful early learning 

services and partnerships to become a 

model for public libraries throughout the 

United States; 

• To develop an assessment instrument that 

could measure librarians’ knowledge of 

early literacy skills and the impact on 

children of early literacy programs. 



Why duplicate effort? 

• December 2009 – WSL explored how 
Connecting the Dots could be designed 
to support the work of Project VIEWS; 

• Dots funding would cover the funding 
gap between the end of Project VIEWS 
and the beginning of Project VIEWS2; 

• Connecting the Dots would support the 
implementation of the tools and 
methodologies field tested during Project 
VIEWS2. 



Where are we going? 

• Website currently under development: 
– Phase 1: Portal for early learning 

practitioners for planning and self-
evaluation (no password will be needed); 

– Phase 2: Portal for researchers who wish to 
replicate study (password protected). 

• Coming soon (2014): 
– Training on ECRR2; 

– Roll out of training on Project VIEWS tools 
to library staff throughout Washington. 

 



Upcoming Early Learning Event 



Questions? 

• Martha Shinners: 

martha.shinners@sos.wa.gov or 

360.570.5567; 

• Diane Hutchins: 

diane.hutchins@sos.wa.gov or 

360.704.7137. 

mailto:martha.shinners@sos.wa.gov
mailto:diane.hutchins@sos.wa.gov

