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	AWESOME EARTH written by Joan Graham, illustrated by Tania Garcia
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	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.joanbgraham.com/
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	BROKEN by X. FANG

	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.xfang.studio/

	RESEARCH
	https://www.britannica.com/art/kintsugi-ceramics
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	Write: Have students interview each other to learn about wach other’s interests
	Research: Find information about planes, tomatoes, orstriches, or submarines.
	Make: Make a bar graph of student’s favorite kind of non-fiction books.
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	THE DAY LEAP SOARED written by Blair Braverman ilustrated by Olivia When
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	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2273135/neil-sharpson/

	RESEARCH
	https://youtu.be/83Thw7ntIME? si=e234DG1jfXN0jy06

	WATCH
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	HOW TO GROW  A FAMILY TREE
	by Bea Birdsong, Illustrated by Jasu Hu
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	https://beabirdsong.com/
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	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	What are some good things about knowing more than one language?
	What did Cecelia learn from her parent teacher conference?  What did her parents learn? What did they do to solve the problem?

	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	VOCABULARY
	interpreter
	acknowledge
	professional
	shift
	responsibility

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	DISCUSS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	WATCH
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	LENA THE CHICKEN (BUT REALLY A DINOSAUR) by Linda Bailey, illustrated by K-Fai Steele


	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.lindabaileybooks.com/
	https://www.k-faisteele.com/

	RESEARCH
	https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-dinosaurs-evolved-into-birds.html

	WATCH
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	https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/living-dinosaurs-amnh
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	MIKE THE MAGICAL COUGHING CAT by Mag Takac
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	ACTIVITY IDEAS
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	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://mag.takac.name/

	RESEARCH
	https://www.imaginaryjourneys.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Wishes-3-Download-2.pdf
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	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVSoOyT4-5w&t=1s
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	MONSTER HANDS written by Karen Kane & Jonaz McMillan illustrated by Dion MBD




	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	BEFORE: What are the different kinds of ways we communicate with each other?
	AFTER: How would you communicate with your friends across the room without using your voice?

	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	Learn: Teach students the ABC’s using ASL (American Sign Language).
	Write:  What would a sign that you and a friend would share with each other to say hi?
	Play: With a partner use a flashlight to make hand puppets against a piece of paper or on a flat surface.
	Make: Outline students’ hand and make it into a monster.

	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	shadow
	investigate
	jittered
	jeered


	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://karenkanebooks.com/books/monster-hands/
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	Learning ASL
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	Shadow Puppets
	Learning ASL Through Dance
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	MY FRIEND MAY by Julie Flett

	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.julieflett.com/

	RESEARCH
	https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/cat/352924

	WATCH
	https://youtu.be/3eQOU15IQf8?si=BO8y4DEQWVZ-LdMb
	WA CHILDREN’S CHOICE PICTURE BOOK AWARD      NOMINEE 2026-2027
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	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	WELCOMING SCHOOLS LESSON
	https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/welcoming-schools/documents/WS_Lesson_Ally_or_Bystander.pdf

	WATCH
	https://youtu.be/X9tqaOuGt5A?si=Rmk-JtxHBnHVMdKW
	WA CHILDREN’S CHOICE PICTURE BOOK AWARD      NOMINEE 2026-2027

	NUNU AND THE SEA  by Isabella Kung


	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	VOCABULARY
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	Make

	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://isabellakung.com/

	WATCH
	WA CHILDREN’S CHOICE PICTURE BOOK AWARD    NOMINEE 2026-2027


	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	LEARN MORE
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.nathaliealonso.com
	RESEARCH
	https://www.idiomsbykids.com

	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	https://www.theidioms.com/kids
	WA CHILDREN’S CHOICE PICTURE BOOK AWARD      NOMINEE 2026-2027

	PIECE OUT by Alex Willan

	SYNOPSIS
	When Red, a game piece, is accidentally left out of the game box, nothing—not a hungry robot nor ferocious Lady Flufferton—will stop Red from reaching home. In this action-packed, humorous story, Red learns from mistakes and discovers that with perseverance and resourcefulness nothing is impossible.

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	Why didn’t Red stay with his old friends under the S.O.F.A.?
	What did Red learn through his adventures?

	VOCABULARY
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	https://themanylittlejoys.com/how-to-make-a-board-game-fun-learning-activity-for-kids/
	ancient civilization
	transparent
	murals
	dicey
	fiasco

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://www.alexwillan.com/


	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	RESEARCH
	WATCH
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	WA CHILDREN’S CHOICE PICTURE BOOK AWARD       NOMINEE 2026-2027

	TUCK ME IN! by Nathan W. Pyle

	SYNOPSIS
	When the beach wants to be tucked in at night, the moon pulls up a cozy blanket of ocean.  But then the beach on the other side of the world also wants to be tucked in.  What will the moon do to keep all of the beaches happy?

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	Think about a time you had to take turns with something.  Was it possible to keep everyone happy? How or why not?
	What’s your favorite part of getting tucked in at night?  Who helps you get cozy?

	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	frazzled
	concept
	Write: invite students to write the steps to their bedtime routine in order.
	Play: Have a pajama and blanket party. Learn how to say “moon” in different languages.
	Make: Use kinetic sand to make sandcastles. How high can you build it, and what makes the shape most stable?
	protested
	bulged
	buttresses
	admired

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	hhttps://www.nathanwpyle.art/
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	RESEARCH
	https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/cause-effect-tides/

	WATCH
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/about/k-12-education/oceans-coasts/what-causes-tides
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	SAFE CROSSING by Kari Percival

	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	What would you do to help animals get across or under something to avoid getting hurt?
	What can you do to become a citizen activitist?

	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	April Earth Day (4/22), Save the Frogs Day (4/27)
	June World Environment Day (6/5)
	migration
	habitat
	amphibian
	endangered
	citizen
	vernal


	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	https://karipercival.com

	RESEARCH
	WATCH
	Author Kari Percival Interview
	Crossing Video
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	VIDA THE MICE, THE CAT, AND THE ALEBRIJE by Duncan Tonatiuh

	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR

	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	https://duncantonatiuh.com/
	RESEARCH
	https://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/post/magical-world-alebrijes

	WATCH
	SUGGESTED READING DATES
	https://youtu.be/3eQOU15IQf8?si=BO8y4DEQWVZ-LdMb


	THE WOMBATS  GO WILD FOR WORDS
	written by Beth Ferry, illustrated by Lori Nichols
	SYNOPSIS
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	ACTIVITY IDEAS
	VOCABULARY
	TEXT CONNECTIONS
	SUGGESTED READING DATES

	LEARN MORE
	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	RESEARCH
	https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/facts-about-wombats/

	WATCH
	https://youtu.be/uNNXvSWD2yU?si=hA3UevuqZIaotRB5




